
3rd December 2021

Dear Friend, 


It’s the most wonderful time of the year. But for many it’s also the busiest time of the year. I 
was reminded of that a few days ago while visiting Newcastle. Hannah and I were walking 
along Northumberland Street, weaving our way through the crowds hustling and bustling in 
front of shop windows and market-stalls, when we noticed the large countdown clock 
hanging above the entrance to Eldon Square. Although this part of the world is still relatively 
new to us - the history, the places and the people - the countdown to Christmas is a familiar 
experience. Our children started back in October! “How many days til Christmas?” 

For many 2020 was likely the most strange, stressful and unsettling year in recent history. 
2021, perhaps not as eventful as 2020, has still been strange and stressful. For many it has 
required a great deal of patience, prayer and perseverance to navigate. How reassuring is it 
to know that while government policies change along with circumstance, the Christmas 
message stays the same each year that Emmanuel means “God with us.” 


That’s the wonder and the mystery about the Christmas story. The Creator of the universe, 
who holds everything together, came into the world as a vulnerable infant. Not long after his 
birth Jesus would become a refugee in Egypt, escaping political oppression only to grow up 
to live, serve and care for others on the margins of society and on the margins of the world. 
At Christmas we are not celebrating a cause or statutory holiday. We’re celebrating the 
mind stretching reality that the Word of God - as John’s Gospel records - came into the 
world as a person named Jesus to redeem the whole creation. But also, as the angel would 
say to Joseph, Jesus would  also “…save his people from their sin.”  


These are incredible truths that our minds can’t grasp entirely or fully appreciate, but at the 
same time even a child can understand the implication. At Christmas time amongst the 
hustle and bustle of festivities and holiday traditions we countdown the days when God’s 
gift of love comes through to us in the Lord Jesus Christ. It’s not a gift we buy to put under 
a tree. It’s not a gift we earn by gathering merits for good behaviour. It’s a free gift given to 
us by God and one we freely accept in faith. It’s true - this is the most wonderful time of the 
year! 


As we approach the end of another year, I am sincerely thankful to you for your partnership 
with the People’s Mission, your ongoing encouragement and support throughout 2021. 
Things are better when we work together. Together we are making an impact in our 
community for God’s glory. May the Lord bless you and keep you this Christmas season. 


In the warmth of Gospel Fellowship, 






